
INDEXED NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS 
MONTANA LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE CENTER 

 
 
AGRICULTURE - MONTANA 
"CENSUS SHOWS FARM NUMBERS UP FROM 1997"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 4 
 
AIR TRAVEL 
"BIG SKY LANDS NEW CONTRACT FOR AIR ROUTES"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 
10 
 
AIR TRAVEL AIRPORTS 
"SMALL AIRPORTS CUT BACK IN WHITE HOUSE BUDGET"; ASSOCIATED PRESS; 2004 FEB 
11 
 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY WIND POWER 
"PACIFICORP WANTS MORE GREEN MEGAWATTS"; CASPER STAR-TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 23 
 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY WIND POWER 
"PLANNING BOARD TILTS TOWARD WINDMILLS:  COUNTY COMMISSION WILL HAVE 
FINAL VOTE ON UNITED MATERIALS WIND POWER PROJECT"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 
2004 FEB 18 
 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY WIND POWER 
"WIND FARM PROPOSAL IS NOW BEFORE THE MONTANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION"; 
TIMES CLARION; 2004 FEB 19 
 
ARCHAELOGICAL SITES - MONTANA INDIAN AFFAIRS 
"KALISPELL'S 'INDIAN HILL' POSES PRESERVATION DILEMMA:  MEETING TO ADDRESS 
STATE POLICY, QUESTIONS OF REMAINS' ANCESTRY"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 FEB 5 
 
AUDITORS FEDERAL BUDGETS FOREST MANAGEMENT - MONTANA 
"USFS BOOKKEEPING WOES NOT NEW"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 6 
 
BISON INDIAN AFFAIRS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
"CROW TRIBE MUST DECIDE HOW TO MANAGE HERD"; CASPER STAR TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 
5 
 
CATTLE 
 
"CATTLE PRICES BEEFING UP:  RETAIL PRICES KEPT UP BY CATTLE SHORTAGE"; 
BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 FEB 6 
 
CATTLE AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS MEAT PACKING INDUSTRIES 
"DOUBLING TESTS FOR MAD COW DOESN'T QUIET PROGRAM CRITICS"; NEW YORK 
TIMES; 2004 FEB 9 
 
"FARM INCOMES DEVASTATED:  CATTLEMEN HIT HARDEST, AND IT COULD GET 
WORSE"; THE EDMONTON JOURNAL; 2004 FEB 7 



CATTLE AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS FOREIGN TRADE 
"JAPANESE COULD SPIKE US BEEF MARKET"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 5 
 
CATTLE AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS ORGANIC FOODS 
"MAD-COW CASE BOOSTS INTEREST IN SPECIALTY BEEF:  FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT FOR 
RANCHERS WHO MARKET LOCALLY GROWN, NATURAL BEEF AND PORK"; GREAT FALLS 
TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 1 
 
"MORE US CATTLE LIKELY TO HAVE MAD COW DISEASE:  PANEL WARNS MORE MUST BE 
DONE TO HALT SPREAD"; WASHINGTON POST; 2004 FEB 5 
 
CHIP HEALTH INSURANCE - MONTANA 
"BLUE CROSS TAKES HEAT OVER CHIP 'RESERVES':  ADMINISTRATOR OF STATE'S 
PROGRAM TO INSURE CHILDREN DEFENDS $2.44 MILLION SURPLUS AS NORMAL 
PRACTICE"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 15 
 
CHIP MEDICAID HEALTH INSURANCE - MONTANA 
"GOP VOTES TO RESTRICT HEALTH INSURANCE FOR KIDS"; IDAHO STATESMAN; 2004 
FEB 23 
 
CONSERVATION LAND USE 
"RESEARCHERS FIND ANOTHER SIDE-EFFECT IN LAND PROGRAM"; ASSOCIATED PRESS; 
2004 FEB 2 
 
CONSERVATION EASEMENTS LAND USE 
"BLACKFOOT LAND DEAL IN MOTION"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 4 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE - MONTANA CRIME 
"LAW AND ORDER IN COLUMBUS:  FORMER BIG CITY PROSECUTOR TAKES ON SMALL 
TOWN JUSTICE:  LESS CRIME DOESN'T MEAN LESS SEVERE CRIMES, PROSECUTOR SAYS"; 
BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 5 
 
DROUGHT - MONTANA FISHERIES 
"MITIGATION CAN ONLY GO SO FAR WHILE DROUGHT ENDURES"; ASSOCIATED PRESS; 
2004 FEB 4 
 
EDUCATIONAL FINANCE - MONTANA SCHOOLS 
"INVESTING IN EDUCATION:  PROPOSED SCHOOL BOND MEANS COMPLICATED MATH 
FOR TAXPAYERS:  $99 MILLION IN SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION, IMPROVEMENTS UP FOR A 
VOTE MARCH 23"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 8 
 
"LEGAL FIGHT COSTING SCHOOLS NEARLY $800,000"; ASSOCIATED PRESS; 2004 FEB 6 
 
EDUCATIONAL FINANCE - MONTANA SALES TAX  
"SALES TAX SEEN AS SCHOOLS' SAVIOR"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 24 
 
"SCHOOL FUNDING CASE A PANDORA'S BOX OF TOUGH ISSUES"; QUEEN CITY NEWS; 2004 
FEB 11 
 
 



EDUCATIONAL REFORM 
"CRITICS SAY THE 'NO CHILD' PROGRAM IS A SETUP FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL FAILURE"; 
SALT LAKE TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 23 
 
ELECTIONS - MONTANA LEGISLATORS -  MONTANA 
"LIST OF LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES EXCEEDS 100"; ASSOCIATED PRESS; 2004 FEB 5 
 
ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION 
"BILLINGS MAY JOIN 5 OTHERS IN BID TO BUY NWE"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 12 
 
ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES 
"JUDGE OKS NORTHWESTERN BONUSES"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 10 
 
"NWC'S HIGH LEGAL FEES PROMPT QUESTIONS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 19 
 
ENERGY ASSISTANCE UTILITY RATES 
"POWER COSTS A 'MAJOR CRISIS':  SPEAKERS AT ENERGY CONFERENCE SAY AID 
PROGRAM NEEDS COORDINATION"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 3 
 
ENERGY COSTS SCHOOLS 
"FAST-RISING ENERGY COSTS EATING INTO SCHOOL BUDGETS:  BUTTE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
FACE $90,000 HIKE ANACONDA UTILITY BILLS JUMP 40 PERCENT"; MONTANA 
STANDARD; 2004 FEB 8 
 
ENERGY COSTS ENERGY ASSISTANCE 
"HELP OUT THERE FOR HIGH HEATING COSTS"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004 FEB 15 
 
"RATE INCREASES, COLD HAMMER MONTANA'S CONSUMERS NATURAL GAS RATES IN 
MONTANA"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 8 
 
ENERGY COSTS 
"RISING ENERGY PRICES AFFECT CUSTOMERS ACROSS BOARD"; BOZEMAN DAILY 
CHRONICLE; 2004 FEB 8  
 
ENERGY SUPPLY ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES 
“NORTHWESTERN DETAILS SUPPLY PLANS"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 4 
 
"PSC OKS REVIEW PROCESS FOR UTILITY PLAN:  NORTHWESTERN'S PROPOSED 
CONTRACTS NOT PART OF REVIEW"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 27 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE - LIABILITY MINES - MONTANA 
"TROY MINE:  ASARCO MUST WRITE TWO CHECKS:  COMPANY ORDERED TO PAY FOR 
MINE TESTS, ATTORNEY FEES"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 FEB 6 
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT FOREST FIRES 
"CRITICS SAY FOREST SERVICE BATTLES TOO MANY FIRES"; NEW YORK TIMES; 2004 FEB 
8 
 
 



"FIRE SALVAGE PLAN RELEASED:  FLATHEAD FOREST PROPOSES CUTTING 80 MILLION 
BOARD FEET NEAR RESERVOIR"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004 FEB 6 
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT TIMBER INDUSTRIES 
"FIRE SALVAGE PLAN SHORT ON ROADWORK:  FLATHEAD FOREST SEEKS CLOSURE 
EXEMPTION"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 FEB 17 
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT TIMBER INDUSTRIES FOREST FIRES 
"GROUP SIMMERS OVER WILDFIRE FUNDS:  ENVIRONMENTALISTS, FOREST SERVICE AT 
ODDS OVER RECOVERY PLAN FOR 2000 BLAZES"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 FEB 7 
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT TIMBER INDUSTRIES ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
"LAWSUIT FILED OVER ROCK CREEK LOGGING:  DISTRICT RANGER DEFENDS NEED TO 
THIN FOREST; GROUPS CLAIM DANGER TO WILDERNESS, FISH TOO GREAT"; 
MISSOULIAN; 2004 FEB 21 
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT FOREST FIRES 
"RISK DOESN'T DETER GROWTH IN FIRE-PRONE AREAS"; USA TODAY; 2004 FEB 4 
 
FORESTS TIMBER INDUSTRIES 
"COLE ANNOUNCES DECISIONS ON TWO HEALTHY FORESTS INITIATIVE PROJECTS"; 
TOWNSEND STAR; 2004 FEB 26 
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PUBLIC INFORMATION 
"ATTORNEYS URGE AWARENESS OF PUBLIC RECORDS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 11 
 
GRAZING LIVESTOCK 
"2 WYOMING GRAZING SITES 'OVERGRAZED' BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 5 
 
GRAZING LIVESTOCK LAND USE 
"FORESTER DENIES APPEALS FROM ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS"; MONTANA STANDARD; 
2004 FEB 11 
 
GRAZING LIVESTOCK PUBLIC LANDS 
"RANCHERS APPLAUD GRAZING PROPOSAL:  BLM WOULD EASE RULES ACROSS WEST"; 
DENVER POST; 2004 FEB 10 
 
HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT - LIBBY SUPERFUND 
"EPA CUTS LIBBY ASBESTOS REMOVAL WORKERS' WAGES NEARLY IN HALF"; 
INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 10 
 
INDIAN AFFAIRS - EDUCATION 
"BCC STUDENT, PRESIDENT LOBBY FOR TRIBAL COLLEGES DURING THEIR RECENT TRIP 
TO NATION'S CAPITOL"; GLACIER REPORTER; 2004 FEB 26 
 
JAILS - MONTANA 
"PLAN CALLS FOR 40-INMATE CAP AT JAIL"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 FEB 5 
 
"VOTE ON NEW JAIL UNLIKELY THIS YEAR:  OPPOSING SIDES SAY COUNTY MUST 
IMPROVE SYSTEM"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 FEB 27 



 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT - MONTANA ALCOHOL/DRUG ABUSE 
"LAKE COUNTY REGION:  METH BUSTS ON RISE; AREA AGENTS MORE EXPERIENCED"; 
MISSOULIAN; 2004 FEB 8 
 
LEGISLATIVE ETHICS 
"ETHICAL LAPSES SPUR REFORMS IN LEGISLATURES"; CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR; 
2004 FEB 5 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT - MONTANA 
"COUNTIES SAY THEY MUST WORK TOGETHER TO END FUNDING 'WARS' BILLINGS 
GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 10 
 
MEDICAID 
"MEDICAID FOR NEEDY THREATENED"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 6 
 
MEDICAID HEALTH CARE COSTS 
"OFFICIALS LOOKING AT ELIGIBILITY OPTIONS"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 6 
 
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES - MONTANA 
"MAJOR CHANGES AHEAD IN MENTAL-HEALTH CARE"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004 FEB 15 
 
NATURAL GAS UTILITIES UTILITY RATES 
"ENERGY WEST BACK IN THE BLACK"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 18 
 
NATURAL GAS UTILITIES 
"THE ESCAPING PRICE OF NATURAL GAS"; CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR; 2004 FEB 19 
 
PLANT CLOSURES - MONTANA LUMBER INDUSTRIES 
"APPEALS COURT AFFIRMS DARBY LUMBER VIOLATED NOTIFICATION ACT"; RAVALLI 
REPUBLIC; 2004 FEB 16 
 
PRISONS - MONTANA CORRECTIONAL PERSONNEL 
"MARTZ PRAISES PRISON OFFICIALS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 11 
 
 RAILROADS MONTANA ABANDONMENT OF PROPERTY 
"CURVES AHEAD:  RAILROAD ABANDONMENT MIGHT NOT BE EASY"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 
2004 FEB 13 
 
REDISTRICTING - MONTANA LEGISLATORS 
"VETERAN LAWMAKER MAPPED OUT OF OFFICE"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 5 
 
RESTITUTION 
"STATE CENTRALIZES COLLECTION OF RESTITUTION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME"; 
ANACONDA LEADER; 2004 FEB 4 
 
SCHOOL CONSOLIDATION SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 



"BRADY VOTES 'YES', BUT DUTTON VOTERS NIX CONSOLIDATION"; GREAT FALLS 
TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 11 
 
"PANEL TAKES STATEWIDE LOOK AT CONSOLIDATION"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 
FEB 7 
 
"VOTE WEIGHS HEAVILY ON DUTTON, BRADY:  ENROLLMENT DIP LEAVES RESIDENTS 
WITH TOUGH CHOICE"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 7 
 
SCHOOL CURRICULA 
"DARBY ADOPTS ORIGINS POLICY"; RAVALLI REPUBLIC; 2004 FEB 3 
 
"STATE OFFICIAL PANS DARBY DECISION:  MCCULLOUGH SAYS ORIGINS PROGRAM 
LACKS CREDIBILITY"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 FEB 4 
 
SCHOOL DISCIPLINE ALCOHOL DRUG ABUSE 
"SCHOOL MAY SEEK FEES FOR APPEAL"; BIG FORK EAGLE; 2004 FEB 12 
 
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
"STUDENT NUMBERS WILL POSE MANY CHALLENGES"; SANDERS COUNTY LEDGER; 2004 
FEB 12 
 
SNOWMOBILES PARKS 
"GROUP WOULD AID RULES ADJUSTMENT"; ASSOCIATED PRESS; 2004 FEB 5 
 
"SLED OPERATORS CHEER LATEST RULING"; CASPER STAR-TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 12 
 
STATE FINANCE - WYOMING 
"WYOMING LAWMAKERS HAPPILY WORK TO DIVVY UP $1.2 BILLION SURPLUS"; CASPER 
STAR-TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 8 
 
TAX REFORM REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE 
"LIVINGSTON MAN PUSHING FOR NEW TRANSACTION TAX"; LEWISTOWN NEWS ARGUS; 
2004 FEB 21 
 
TEACHERS EDUCATIONAL FINANCE - MONTANA 
"TRIAL FOCUSES ON TEACHER SALARIES, ATTRITION"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 
4 
 
TOBACCO TAX 
"MONTANANS SUPPORT CIG TAX HIKE"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 10 
 
UTILITY INDUSTRIES ENERGY SUPPLY 
"CITY EMBARKS ON 1ST STEP OF UTILITY STUDY"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 25 
 
UTILITY INDUSTRIES ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES 
"NORTHWESTERN REJECTS CONTRACT WITH ELECTRIC, GAS LINE WORKERS"; 
INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 10 
 



"PSC MAJORITY FAVORS INVESTIGATION"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 5 
 
"ENERGY MARKET PROBE FAVORED:  PSC'S DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY BACKS MCGRATH'S 
PROPOSAL"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 FEB 5 
 
"EATING COSTS AFFECTING MORE THAN THE POOR"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 9 
 
"MCGRATH WANTS TO PROBE ENERGY TRADING"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 5 
 
"POWER SUCKER PUNCH:  MASSIVE ELECTRICITY BILLS HAVE LEFT MANY PEOPLE 
GASPING FOR BREATH"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 FEB 8 
 
"POWER SUCKER PUNCH:  MASSIVE ELECTRICITY BILLS HAVE LEFT MANY PEOPLE 
GASPING FOR BREATH"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 FEB 8 
 
"PSC OKS ENERGY INVESTIGATION"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 6 
 
WATER POLLUTION TOXIC SUBSTANCES MINES - MONTANA INDIAN AFFAIRS 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
"STATE, OWNERS SUED OVER ZORTMAN ALLEGATIONS"; BILLINGS OUTPOST; 2004 FEB 
12 
 
WATER SUPPLY 
"JANUARY PRECIP LESS, BUT SNOWPACK STILL ABOVE 2003 AVERAGE"; ASSOCIATED 
PRESS; 2004 FEB 5 
 
WATER SUPPLY RIVERS - MONTANA 
"'LIFELINE OF THE HI-LINE':  MONTANANS PUSHING HARD TO GET LEGISLATION INTO 
PIPELINE TO REFURBISH ST. MARY'S CANAL"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 19 
 
WILDERNESS AREAS - MONTANA LAND USE 
"PROPOSED FLATHEAD FOREST PLAN ADVOCATES ROAD REDUCTION"; HUNGRY HORSE 
NEWS; 2004 FEB 5 
 
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
"IDAHO, MONTANA CHAFE AT WYO WOLF DELAY"; CASPER STAR-TRIBUNE; 2004 FEB 23 
 
“KEMPTHORNE, LAWMAKERS AT ODDS OVER WOLF PACT"; IDAHO STATESMAN; 2004 
FEB 4 
 
"WYOMING COULD SUE FEDS OVER WOLF CONTROL PLAN"; THE DAILY CAMERA; 2004 
FEB 4 
 
WORKERS COMPENSATION 
"STATE FUND EXPECTED TO STAY WITH STATE"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 FEB 5 
 


